
Editorial 

The month of April arrives with renewed spirit as the Aravind family celebrates the commencement of Aravind's soth year, marking a remarkable journey that began with the vision of Dr. Govindappa 
Venkataswamy on 4th April 1976. Stepping into its golden jubilee year, Aravind has laid out extensive plans for yearlong celebrations that reflect both gratitude and growth. To kick start the celebrations, a 
jubilee logo contest was held, attracting over 140 submissions. The winning design, created by a doctor, was chosen for its thoughtful representation of Aravind's core principles. This commemorative logo 
was officially launched on 7th April 2025, setting the tone for the jubilee year and sparking a festive spirit among staff across all centres. 

This milestone year offers a special opportunity to reflect on Aravind's inspiring journey, from its humble beginnings in an 11-bedded rented building to becoming a global model of compassionate and 
sustainable eye care. It is also a time to reaffirm our commitment to the founding vision of Dr. V, who dreamed of eliminating needless blindness. 

A variety of events are unfolding throughout the jubilee year, engaging not just employees but also patients, reinforcing trust and strengthening the bond between Aravind and the communities it serves. 

Notable highlights this month include the opening of the state-of-the-art Amblyopia and Binocular Vision Clinic at Aravind-Coimbatore, inaugurated by international guests, the opening of the new Frame 
Division, at Aurolab, and the launch of Aurolab's several new products at the APAO Conference, all of which add new spirit to Aravind's initiatives. 

The month was also filled with a series of CME programmes and workshops, highlighting Aravind's ongoing commitment to continuous learning and staying update of the latest advancements in eye care. 

This edition captures the highlights of events that took place between 15th March and 15th April 2025 and much more. 

Recognitions and Achievements 

VRSI Image Competition 

Dr. Rajiv Pardasani, Retina Fellow, Aravind-Madurai, won first place in the Vitreo-Retinal Society-India 
(VRSI) Image Competition - February 2025, for his image titled "Managing chronic retinal detachment 
with Cyst: The efficacy of scleraf buckling," while Dr. Jigu S. Krishn, Retina Fellow, Aravind-Madurai, 
secured second place with his image titled ·spotlight on sight." 

Ronald G. Michels, MD Lectureship Award in Cornea, Cataract and External Disease 

USA, 2dh March 2025 

Dr. N. Venkatesh Prajna was honoured with the Ronald G. Michels, MD Lectureship Award during his 
visit as an invited guest speaker at the Wilmer Eye Institute, Johns Hopkins University School of 
Medicine, USA. He delivered the prestigious Ronald G. Michels Lectureship in Cornea, Cataract and 
External Disease, marking a significant recognition of his contributions to the field. 

Asia's Top Private Hospitals 2025 

Aravind-Madurai 

Aravind Eye Hospital, Madurai, was recognised as one of Asia's Top Private Hospitals 2025 for 
cataract surgery by Newsweek and Statista, based on peer recommendations, accreditations, and 
certifications. 

Awards at the 40th Asia-Pacific Academy of Ophthalmology (APAO) Congress 

New Delhi, 3-6 April 2025 

Dr. R.D. Ravindran, Chairman, Aravind Eye Care System (AECS), was honoured with the prestigious 
Holmes Lecture Award, named in memory of William J. Holmes, the founding Secretary-General of 
APAO. This highest award recognises his exceptional contributions to preventive ophthalmology, 
especially in the prevention of blindness in the Asia-Pacific region. He delivered the Holmes Lecture 
on "Improving cataract surgical quality through monitoring and benchmarking: An improvement' at 
the Celebrating Excellence in Ophthalmology Plenary Session. 

Aravind-Madurai 

Dr. R. Kim. Chief Medical Officer. Aravind-Madurai 

Dr. Rajiv Pardasani winning the first prize at the VRSl-lmage 
competition 

Dr. Jigu S . Krishn winning the second prize at the VRSl-lmage 
competition 

Dr. N. Venkatesh Prajna receiving the Ronald G. Michels, MD Delivering a lecture on cornea, cataract and External Disease 
Lectureship Award 

Certificate 

Asia's Top Private Hospitals 2025 certificate to Aravind­
Madurai 

Dr. K. Naresh Babu, Dr. Avik Dey Sarkar, Medical Consultant, Retina & Vitreous Services, Aravind 
Madurai, Dr. Muthukrishnan V, Medical Consultant, Retina & Vitreous Services, Aravind Madurai 

Certificate of appreciation for the "Best Publication in the Indian Journal of Ophthalmology (IJor 
for the year 2024 
Title: A retrospective analysis of surgical outcome in sutureless glueless scferal fixation of 
foldable intraocular lens (Paper- !JO 72: PS658 S663- July 2024) 

Dr. Sharmila, Medical Consultant, Glaucoma Services, Aravind-Madurai 
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Training 

Enrolments for April 2025 

--------
Long Term Fellowship Programmes - For Ophthalmolog,sts 

Fellowship in Anterior Segment/ lntraocular 
Lens Surgery 

Fellowship in Cornea 

�wship in Medical Retina 

Fellowship in Retina 

Fellowship in Glaucoma 

Madurai 

Madurai 

Coimbatore 

Madurai 

Coimbatore 

Short•Term Trammg Programmes - For Ophthalmologists 

Tirunelveli 

Phacoemulsification Coimbatore 

Madurai 

Management of Retinopathy of Prematurity Madurai 

and Paediatric Retinal Disorders Coimbatore 

Coimbatore 

Small Incision Cataract Surgery Tirunelveli 

Chennai 

HelpMeSee Simulation-based Training in MSICS Madurai 

Instrument Maintenance - For Te<:hnicians Madurai 

Training in Eye Bank Techniques LAICO 

Statistics 

Patient statistics - Man:h 2025 

Hospitals Total Madurai Tirunelveli Theni Coimbatore Pondicherry Tirupur Oindigul Salem 

Hospital Out.,atient visits 

Paying (New & 
2.64. 183 56.535 29.919 8,804 32.512 28.551 4.895 9.831 13.095 

Review) 

Free: Direct 
walk-in (New & 1.02.044 23,313 9,001 2,904 10,890 10,906 3,224 �490 7,064 

Review) 

OUtnach out-patients 

comprehensive 
Eye Camps 

14,005 3.105 1,275 234 2.730 2.934 323 1,019 

Diabetic 
Retinopathy 999 114 296 422 111 

camps 

Glaucoma 
camps 

Refraction 
6.022 961 707 787 737 418 105 1.008 

camp 

Mobile 
Refraction Unit 

363 328 35 

School 
screening 

6,614 5.897 24 693 

Paediatric Eye 
screening 
camps 

RoP Screening 1,492 199 179 93 770 40 

Vision centres 92,650 30,037 16.543 6,693 6,960 19,248 2,055 4.757 

Community/ 
20,045 9.685 2,892 2.309 3.025 

City centres 

Total OP 
Examinations 

5.08.417 1,29,846 60.516 22,144 56,042 65.122 10.602 12,321 27.089 

Total number 
of camps 

82 16 18 14 

Surpria 

Cataract 42,465 9.606 3.760 1,179 5,160 5,964 846 850 3.141 

*Other 
Surgeries 

24,114 6,322 2,932 158 4,757 2,891 90 187 822 

Total Surgeries 66,579 15,928 6,692 1,337 9,917 8,855 936 1,037 3,963 

othff surgenes inc/uck ma)Of surgenes, m,r,or surgeries, mtra·rffreal & othff m}eCt/Ofls and laser proc«Jures. 

Tuticorin Udumalpet CbeCC Chennai Tirupati Kovilpatti 

6.313 4.539 5,169 46.383 14.329 3.308 

1,831 2,674 14,026 12,413 1.308 

27 2.233 125 

56 

762 336 201 

65 

197 14 

1,962 4,395 

1.157 597 

8,144 9,202 5.169 69,381 27,897 4.942 

12 

744 1.180 332 6.247 3.051 405 

59 125 172 3,896 1.628 75 

803 1,305 504 10,143 4,679 480 

). 


